CANADA   &   THE  CANADIANS
Association is composed ol employers ot labour and university students. Over 350 young men, graduates and undergraduates, since the inception of the idea, have gone out to work in these ahead-of-steel (beyond rail head} camps, side by side "\\ith foreigners representing every nation in Europe.
Training   Hands  as  well  as  Heads
In the evenings they hold short classes of instruction for all who care to attend. At the classes, these labourers learn something of the ideals of citizenship and of life. Four prominent Canadians each support a student, one railway company supports three, the Presbyterian College of Montreal and the University of Alberta each supports one. Five Provincial Governments have assisted in this work. Not only in the evenings, but on rainy days that suspend operations, classes are held in shack, or tent, or box-car converted into a school-house on a siding.
In the Canadian schools it is realized that purely scholastic training is not all that is required, and considerable attention is paid to manual training and industrial courses. The idea is to train hands as well as heads. The Reading Camp Association aims at training the heads of those whose hands are already adept with tools. As many of these foreigners, between spells of work on various constructions, flock to the cities, the effect of these snatches of education upon the frontiers extends even to the towns and helps toward the prevention of slum conditions.
Thin Edge of the Chinese Wedge The vast majority of Chinese and Japanese who come to Canada do so with the definite intention of amassing fortunes, and then returning to their native land to enjoy retirement and leisure. By degrees they have extended their labours. Apart from his work, in gangs, on early railway-building in the West, when there was shortage of white labour, the Chinaman, to begin with, was little more than the washee (laundry man) and, in some parts, cook. Then he panned gold-dust from the alluvial rivers, such as the Fraser, often for a
day's takings, on inferior bars, not worth the while of the white man. So there was iittle resentment at his presence. Or he would wash tailings for what gold might be in them. That is, he would re-wash the gravel and sand left at deserted workings, where the whites had made a first washing. It may be mentioned that it has been found a paying proposition for white companies, with proper hydraulic plant, to wash over again at many of the places where the early placer-miners washed for gold-dust with more primitive appliances, sometimes only a pan and a shovel.
Racial  and   Sectarian  Difficulties
Japanese and Chinese now predominate in various branches of the West coast industries. But these people cannot be assimilated. The influx of Orientals, especially on the West coast, approaches the condition of a problem. Now there are Chinese stores in many towns, and the Chinese restaurants are rapidly increasing in number. The type of men who tabooed them is passing away. They give cheaper meals than most white restaurateurs, and perhaps relatively smaller, but the cheapness attracts. On the West coast it is a common and no doubt well-founded belief that many of the large stores in the Pacific &lope cities of both Canada and the United States, though not bearing a Chinese name over the door, are financed and owned by Chinese. The Chinaman has a high name for honesty hi his business dealings.
The question of Japanese and Chinese may yet create a problem for the West. But what is already regarded by many as a problem has more to do with sect than race, namely: the question of the Mormons in Canada. Of late Mormons have been coming in considerable numbers into Southern Alberta especially, and also into Ontario eastward, and British Columbia westward.
There are many in Western Canada who see a great menace to the country in the policy of " peaceful penetration " preached by the Mormons. The progressive Canadians dislike the idea that
1136